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COLLECTION SUMMARY 
Creator: Thomas, Anne. 
Call Number: Ms. Coll. 63 
Extent: 1 box 
Preferred Citation Style: Folder Title, Box Number #. Anne Thomas Papers. State Library of 
Massachusetts Special Collections. 
Provenance: Received from Senator John Parker, 1988; additional material received from Anne 
Thomas, 1999. 
About This Finding Aid: Description based on DACS.  
Processed by: Finding aid prepared by Brenda Howitson, 1999; updated by Abigail Cramer, 
December, 2012. 
Abstract: This collection consists of the research materials used by Anne Thomas while she 
wrote Leading the Way: A History of the Massachusetts General Court, 1629-1980. 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT 
This collection consists of research notes that Thomas compiled for the book Leading the Way: A 
History of the Massachusetts General Court, 1629-1980 which she wrote with Cornelius Dalton 
and John Wirkkala (Boston: General Court, Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 1984).  Thomas’s 
section of the book covered the years 1915 to 1950.  In addition, she conducted research on the 
political party affiliation of the members of the Massachusetts legislature.  This information was 
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not included in the book but is included in this collection.  Also included is miscellaneous 
information about other aspects of the history of the Legislature. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 
Arrangement 
The papers are arranged in the order in which they were received. 
 
Conditions Governing Access 
This collection is open for research during the Special Collections Department’s regular hours. 
 
Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use 
Copyright restrictions may apply. Requests for permission to publish material from this collection 
should be discussed with Special Collections staff. 
 
Languages and Scripts 
The collection is entirely in English. 
 
Immediate Source of Acquisition 
Received from Senator John Parker, 1988; additional material received from Anne Thomas, 
1999. 
 
Container List 
Box # Folder # Folder Title 
1 1 Massachusetts legislative history, 1915-1950, page 1-150 
1 2 Massachusetts legislative history, pp. 151-278; annotations and 
bibliography 
1 3 Outline of state history, 1915-1950 
1 4 State and federal budget information 
1 5 Issue of election of the Senate President 
1 6 Total number of Acts and Resolves passed, 1780-1979 
1 7 First General Court under the Massachusetts Constitution, 1780 
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1 8 Information re size of the Legislature 
1 9 Political complexion of the Legislature 
1 10 Citations for information on political complexion of the General Court 
1 11 Miscellaneous research notes on political complexion of the Legislature 
 
